
MATERIALS INFORMATION and TECHNICAL RESOURCES 
for ARTISTS – Useful Glossaries and Lexicons 

 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston – CAMEO: Coonservation and Art Materials 
Encyclopedia Online   
http://cameo.mfa.org/wiki/Main_Page 
 
Canadian Conservation Institute – Condition Reporting-Paintings Part III: Glossary 
of Terms http://canada.pch.gc.ca/eng/1439925170537 
 
Fine Arts Conservancy – Glossary for Paintings http://www.art-
conservation.org/?page_id=1170 
 
Smithsonian Museum Conservation Institute 
http://www.si.edu/mci/english/learn_more/taking_care/painting_glossary.html 

North Carolina Museum of Art – Primer for the Materials. Methods, and Techniques 
of Conservation http://ncartmuseum.org/pdf/conservation-primer.pdf 

University Library/University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign – Glossary of Terms 
http://www.library.illinois.edu/prescons/services/education_training/glossary_ter
ms_pres_cons.html 
 
Philadelphia Museum of Art – Descriptive Terminology for Works of Art on Paper 
http://www.philamuseum.org/doc_downloads/conservation/DescriptiveTerminol
ogyforArtonPaper.pdf 
 
Glatfelter - Glossary of Paper Terminology 
http://www.glatfelter.com/learning/glossary.aspx   
 
Essential Vermeer – Glossary of Art Terms 
http://www.essentialvermeer.com/glossary/glossary_a_c.html#.V-qvHj4rK2w 
 
Will Kemp Art School – Glossary of Oil Painting Terms 
http://willkempartschool.com/glossary-for-oil-painting-terms-the-essential-guide-
for-beginners/ 
 
Will Kemp Art School – Glossary of Acrylic Painting Terms 
http://willkempartschool.com/glossary-of-acrylic-painting-terms-the-ultimate-
guide-for-beginners/ 
 
National Gallery, London – Glossary of Art Terms 
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/glossary 
 
MoMA Learning – Glossary of Art Terms 
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http://www.moma.org/learn/moma_learning/glossary 
 
Tate – Glossary of Art Terms 
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary 
 
University of Cork – Glossary of Printmaking Terms 
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/printmaking-glossary.htm 
  
International Print Center, New York – Glossary of Printmaking Terms 
http://www.ipcny.org/learn/glossary/ 
 
Printindustry.com – Glossary of Printing and Graphic Terms 
http://printindustry.com/Glossary.aspx 
 
USA OnCanvas.com – Glossary of Giclee on Canvas and Fine Art Prints Terminology 
http://www.usaoncanvas.com/include/pictureframing_glossary.php 
 
Wells & Drew – The Printing Dictionary 
http://wellsdrew.com/the-printing-dictionary/ 
 
Inside the Conservators Studio (by Gwen Spicer) – A Glossary of Safe Materials for 
Storage http://insidetheconservatorsstudio.blogspot.co.uk/2013/10/glossary-of-
safe-materials-for-storage.html?spref=tw 
  
Corning Museum of Glass – Glass Dictionary http://www.cmog.org/research/glass-
dictionary 
  
George Eastman House – Photographic Process Terms Glossary 
http://peib.dmu.ac.uk/about/glossary.php 
 
European Illustrated Glossary of Conservation Terms for Wall Paintings and 
Architectural Surfaces 
http://projekte.hawk-hhg.de/ewaglos/pages/download.php 
 
Wikipedia – Glossary of Pottery Terms 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_pottery_terms 
 
Ceramic Arts Daily - Glossary of Ceramic Terms 
http://ceramicartsdaily.org/glossary/ 
 
Polymer Science Learning Center – Polymer Glossary 
http://www.pslc.ws/macrog/glossary.htm 
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